Dynamical Systems Approaches To Language, U. of Warsaw, May 17-June 2, 2010

Linguistics Problem Set

Due:  Monday, May 31
1.  
a.  Give new examples (not mentioned in class or in the readings) of a one-phoneme morpheme, a two-phoneme morpheme, a three-phoneme morpheme, a four-phoneme morpheme. 
b.  Give a new example of a one-morpheme word, a two-morpheme word, a three-morpheme word, a four-morpheme word, a five-morpheme word.  Indicate the meaning of each morpheme and the meaning of the whole word.  (It is fine to use examples from a language other than English.)
2.  
a.  Give a new example (not mentioned in class or in the readings) of a linguistic expression that makes sense but does not comply with the grammar of the language.  (If your example comes from a language other than English, please give both a word-by-word gloss and a fluent translation.)

b.  Give a new example of a linguistic expression that complies with the grammar of that language but does not make sense.

3.  Consider the English word “reusable”, and then consider two hypotheses about the word’s morphological structure:

(a) that the prefix “re-“ attaches to the root “use” to form “reuse”, and then the “-able” attaches to “reuse” to form “reusable”;

(b) that the suffix “-able” first attaches to the root “use” to form “useable”, and then the prefix “re-“ attaches to “usable” to form “reusable”.

Which analysis seems to better describe the structure of the word, and why? 
4.  Write a phrase structure grammar for the following fragment of English.  Your grammar should generate all of the sentences and none of the nonsentences (*).

A boat sank.

A large boat sank.

A very large boat sank.

A very very large boat sank.

A very very very… large boat sank.

*Boat sank.

*A sank.

*A very boat sank.

*Very large boat sank.

*Very a large boat sank.

*A large very boat sank.

5. Give a new example (not mentioned in class) of a way that language is flexible---i.e. where putative rules are broken (you might consider cases from language acquisition, from language processing, from language change, or from 2nd language use, among others).
